September 11, 1968 


Harold, 

Received your letter the other day. So much has happened 
since I last write I hardly know where to start or how to 
sum it up so I don’t take fifty pages to tell about it. 

iou’ll find enclosed a photo-copy of a newspaper article 
about the Florida MC club. If you need the original I 
still have it. So far this is allthe information T ! ve 
been able to get on that, but it’s pretty complete. 

The major reason that I’ve been remiss is that shortly 
after I las t write you I got started writing another 
novel. The first one I wrote wasn’t what I ! d hoped it would 
be, so I scrapped it. Well, I’ve spent most of the past 
two months cloistered, writing it, and am now ready to 
begin typing the final draft this weekend. It’s about the 
Feace Movement, and varying views and positions within 
the Peace Movement. It’s about 75,000 words. If you 
know of any agents and/or publishers who might want to look 
at it I’d appreciate hearing. 

On my arrest: The officers who issued the arrest warrant 
explained that they’d raided someone else’s apartment and 
had found one stick of marijuana, and on the basis of that 
had issued an arrest warrant for me. The judge asked them 
why me, and they said an informant had told them the 
marijuana was mine, at which point the judge ruled "no 
probable cause” and I v/as out. ftxxia At t he time of the 
hearing the case was a year old and the original search 
warrant still hadn’t been filed. 

My case with Seledtive Service has become extremely com- 
plicated. I am now I-A, because they had classified me 
I-A-0 in a procedural error, and so now to reopen my 
case a nd consider me for 1-0 states they had to put me 
in I-A. In line with appealing this I-A status I 
looked at my file, and found that the F.3.I. has come to 
the local boa rd at least twice to look at my file (clearly 
unethical), the local board has taken damaging testimony 
from my wife, both in person and by letter; and the United 
States Attorney had my case for a while, but returned it 
to Selective Service. Plus they have a lot of information 
about people I’m in contact with or have been in contact 
with in the past of a political nature, including a&fcfcx pro- 
Castro Cubans# all of this without ever (that’s bad) 

notifying me. The experts here now feel tljat it will be 

impossible to ever convict me of a Selective service 
violation because my case has obviously been so badly 
prejudiced. The odd thing is that the B.B.l. is taking 
such a keen interest in my activities and well-beinfe, 
because the agent who was at the local board is the same 
agent that came to visit me last year, so obviously he’s 
been assigned to keep tabs on me. 
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On the Malcolm information: I have it all on my desk now, 

as X have had for some time. However, what X have are 

handwritten notes of information as I came across it , there 
are about eight or ten pages* I was supposed to give a 
talk to a Black church group at the end of ^ u ly about who 
killed Malcolm, and I had intended to compile all the 
information in its logical order for the talk, tape the 
talk and send you a transcript of it which v/ould have 
included everything. Well, the church group was very 
excited about it, and was even going to run spots on the 
radio announcing it* So the woman who was in charge of the 
program had me write a radio spot, which said, M R. Trunzo, 
writer, former newsman, will discuss who killed Malcolm 
X and why.” She left my office and went to WVON, the large 
Black station in Chicago to give them the spot, and the 
next day she called and said they'd cancelled it, the 
whole talk. No explanation, just cancelled. 

Anyhow, as soon as I finish this letter I will begin to 
retype this information; if I get it f nished tonight l ! ll 
mail it along with this, otherwise you can expect to 
receive it no later than next Wednesday. 

Still nothing on Vallee. X haven't been able to get over 
there, and the young reporter X kno w is very hard to get 
hold of. I saw him briefly during the demonstrating in 
front of the Conrad Hilton, but there was no time to talk 
to him. He goes to school in the building where my office 
is, and school starts again in two weeks, so within three 
weeks X should've gotten something on t hat. 

Dick Gregory is a strange person. He's back in Chicago now, 
and I'll make an effort to contact him during this next 
week — it probably w on' t be until Monday. He stepped 
in the demonstrations during the convention on the last 
two days, and managed to capture many headlines. I saw 
him on the street one of the earlier nights with Mark 
Lane, but they were just walking, obviously avoiding the 
demonstrations. Of course, no one expected Gregory to 
show up at all. Just when you think he's going to 
"cop-out" he pulls through, and just when you think he's 
going to pull through he "cops-out." 

Ic ouldn't begin to tell you about the convention week. I 
was out in the streets every night except Monday. Sunday 
in Lincoln Park it was like a picnic, I must've run into 
30 people X knew who X hadn't seen in a long time, and there 
was a lot of celebrating and having fun, until 11 PM. But 
by Friday we were a very t ired, very beaten, very bloody 
group of people who didn't really have a lot to say t o 
each' other* An interesting thing is that there seems to 
have been a rash of accidents in film developing houses 
that week. Chicago stations are now vying frantically 
to buy fiLn from independent people who were shooting 


motion or still# There were small fiftes, film was over- 
developed, underdeveloped, mislaid# CBS was the only one 
who managed to keep most of their films, and that’s because 
they were paying $100 extra a roll to make sure none of it 
would be lost. Sound familiar? 

What the Selective Service situation means is that I 
probably will be walking around for at least another 
six months to a year while we’re tied up in litigations, 
and it appears that the ultimate conclusion will either 
be that I’ll be out free or I’ll do alternative service. 

So maybe the F.B.I.’s diligent attention has done some 
good after all. Too bad they spend so much time being 
diligent with me and not L.H.O. or Sirhan. 

So X’ 11 close for now. I don’t expect to go into hermitage 
anymore for quite a while, so I’ 11 be in closer touch 
with you# I’m working on another novel now, but this one 
I intend to take quite a while with. 


Yours, 


Russ Trunzo 


